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 YOUTHNET AND COUNSELLING (YONECO).

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

BETWEEN 

THE NATIONAL JUVENILE JUSTICE FORUM 

AND

YOUTHNET AND COUNSELLING (YONECO)

We, the undersigned agree the following:

STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES.

The National Juvenile Justice Forum exists to:

1. Monitor and improve the conditions of arrested children in pre-trial detention and prisons and bring such conditions in line with the minimum standards set by international instruments.

2. Empower children in conflict with the law to be accountable for their actions and to respect their own rights and those of others.

2.  Implement post and pre-trial diversion programmes for children in conflict with the law and other alternatives to custody.

3.  Encourage the State to implement the principles of the convention on the rights of the child and Constitution of Malawi.

4. Strengthen and develop collaboration and dialogue among various governmental and non-governmental institutions and agencies including all stakeholders (especially communities) involved in the area of juvenile justice.

YONECO exists to:
Have a self reliant HIV/AIDS free society that respects democratic values and principles.

Its specific objectives are:

1. To promote positive youth, women and child development through counselling, life skills leadership and entrepreneurship development.
2. To safeguard, promote and protect human rights with particular reference to the rights of youth, women and children.
3. To conduct civic education on HIV/AIDS, human rights, gender, democracy and good governance among the general population.
4. To enhance youth, women and children participation in democratization process and social economic development of the nation.
5. To provide social and economic support services for abused and victimised women, children and community level.
6. To provide  care and support to those affected  and infected with HIV/AIDS including people with HIV/AIDS and orphans.
PARTNERSHIP.

The National Juvenile Justice Forum is determined to partner with YONECO in order to implement and facilitate diversion programmes for children in conflict with the law as well as children at risk of offending. Partners undertake, at al times, to fully respect the mandate and autonomy of each other.
DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF PARTIES.

(a) The National Juvenile Justice Forum shall:

1. Provide trainings in diversion to officers of YONECO involved in the implementation of diversion programmes.

2. Provide necessary resources for use in the diversion programmes.

3. Assist in providing technical support to YONECO in diversion programmes.

4. Assist in monitoring of activities done by YONECO pertaining to diversion.

(b) YONECO shall:

1. Appoint an officer responsible for coordination of diversion programmes.

2. Accept all children referred by the courts to them for diversion purposes.

3. Contribute to the promotion of diversion.

4. Share with National Juvenile Justice Forum any information which is vital in the administration of diversion.

5. Give monthly description of activities and results compared to project plans.

6. Treat all information concerning children referred to them in confidential manner and not discuss it with any other unauthorised person or institutions.

7. Spend received resources including funds solely on the diversion programmes for children in conflict with the law as well as those at risk of offending.

8. Submit an account of all received resources and funds according to the agreed purposes and accounting procedures on a quarterly basis.

Provided that YONECO may continue accepting children on diversion programmes in the event of National Juvenile Justice Forum not having provided resources.

STATEMENT OF ETHICS AND SERVICE DELIVERY: RESPONSIBILITIES OF BOTH PARTIES.

Both parties shall uphold and promote the fulfilment of the court order by:

1. Working in cooperation in all matters pertaining to diversion.
2. Carrying out joint monitoring visits to assess diversion programmes.

3. Maintaining the highest standard of professional ethics and conduct in the overall performance of their duties.

TERMINATION OF MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING.

1. This memorandum of understanding may be terminated by either party by giving 3 months written notice.
2. In the event of termination, YONECO shall return all unspent funds to the National Juvenile Justice Forum.

Provided that:

(a). In case of a dispute no notice shall be issued unless there has been an attempt to settle out of court.

(b). If termination is a result of gross negligence YONECO, shall reimburse all funds disbursed during that project period.

(c). Funds will be reimbursed within 30 days after termination. However in case of gross negligence this period shall not apply.

Signed by: ---------------------------------------------- Date: ---------------------------

Justice Twea.

Chairperson

National Juvenile Justice Forum
Signed by: ----------------------------------------- Date: ------------------------------

Executive Director.
YONECO

